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Renewal of the Monument

B SEEEET By Ken Borthwick, Conservation Architect
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After 20 years as The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences (HKMMS),
the 110 year-old Edwardian Declared Monument, the Old Pathological
Institute (OPI), finally has the redecoration and repair that it needs. The
HKMMS Society as tenant of the government, is responsible for interior
repairs, while the government is responsible for structural and the exterior.

The most important factor with historic western-style buildings is keeping
out rainwater. However, in spite of repeated representations to government
over the years, there remained serious problems of roof leakage,
aggravated by a rainwater drainage system that is inadequate to cope
with Hong Kong's rainstorms today. This had led to severe water damage,
particularly to parts of the museum'’s beautiful plaster cornices and other
plasterwork. Although due to factors beyond HKMMS responsibility, it has
fallen to HKMMS to repair these water-damaged cornices and plasterwork,
in addition to other regular internal repair and redecoration works. It is
sincerely hoped that the limited repair work to the roof and roof rainwater
drainage works currently being undertaken by government this time, will
resolve the leakage problems. Otherwise HKMMS Society's current works

may be in vain.

(Continues on page 2)

Ken Borthwick, Conservation Architect

Ken has worked, advised or written on historic buildings and

heritage projects in Scotland, Hong Kong and Norway since
1998. He has helped advise HKMMS since 2003 and contributed
to HKMMS gaining the 2004 Hong Kong Merit award for heritage
conservation.
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After a four-month renovation and conservation programme for the Monu-
ment, the Museum has opened again on our regular schedule. School and
group visits for April to June are now open for enrollment. For details please
contact at 2549-5123 or visit our website www.hkmms.org.hk
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Experienced craftsman running the plaster
base of the cornice using a 'horse' which is
guided by a 'running rule’ fixed to the wall.
The cornices are repaired in the way that they
were originally constructed 110 years ago.
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Cornice and wall damaged by
long-standing water seepage
from the roof.
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Zinc profile
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A ‘'horse' with zinc profile
for 'running' cornices. The
zinc profile for running the

< final finishing plaster layer

is carefully cut to match the
required cornice profile.
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A finished cornice repair prior to painting.
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Continued from page 1

For reasons of cost the works were limited to those areas and rooms most
in need. Since the HKMMS is a declared monument (and perhaps being
one of the most intact of Hong Kong's monuments) details of the works
have to be approved by Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO). The
construction works were preceded by preparation of documents with
detailed specification and description of works. These were issued to
contractors on Development Bureau's list of contractors for Repair and
Restoration of Historic Buildings. Following tender selection and interview,
Stonewest (HK) Limited, one of the contractors currently doing specialist

work at the important Central Police Station Project, was appointed.

Conserving of heritage buildings like HKMMS requires meticulous care. The
hoped-for result is that a visitor will not see the work done, but only see a

historic building in beautiful condition for its age.
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The ceiling with geometric moulded pattern was
found to be sagging. It was repaired by adding
stainless steel screw fixings through the laths (thin
flat strips of wood inside the plaster) into the timber
joists (pieces of wood that support the ceiling) above.
Skilled craftsman using a metal detector to locate the
exact position for adding the strengthening screws.
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Waterproofing layer of the flat roof,
re-laid by government contractor,
undergoing water testing.
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Loose historic tiles, some collected by HKMMS,
are being re-fixed to verandah floors by the
government contractor.
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A historic panel door is being stripped of 110 years'
worth of paint as part of its restoration. The mouldings
on the door can now be clearly seen again.
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T RRFEE Fundraising Committee historic tiles at the 110-year-old
. Monument, limited edition
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Now available at the Museum
MHEESTFE Dr Jane CK CHAN,
PREEEA Chairman of Finance Committee
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Vice-Chairman of Museum Society

Cork coasters with pattern
based on

Dr Roland CC LEUNG, Vice-Chairman
of Museum Society & Chairman of
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o celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the

establishment of the Medical Museum,
more than 400 distinguished guests
attended the fundraising dinner held in
November last year. In the welcoming
remarks, Dinner Organizing Committee
Chairman Dr Alfred Tam thanked all the
guests for their wonderful support and said
that the occasion was a great opportunity
for supporters from different sectors of
the society to renew acquaintance and
strengthen friendships. More than HK$4.4
million was raised by the event to support
the work and development of the Museum.

RIS ARBINE -
Thanks to volunteers, staff and committee
members!
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Dr Yu Yuk-Ling, past
Chairman, sharing the
Museum's 20 years history
over the past 20 years with
the guests.
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Ms Jin Ling, the professional
auctioneer from Christie's.
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The guests are enchanted by the
performance of Mr Hacken Lee,
renowned artist performance and Mr
Chiu Tsang Hei, Musical Director.
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Special thanks to Olympus
Hong Kong and China Ltd,
the Title Sponsor of the
dinner event.
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The Dinner was graced by the presence
of former Financial Secretary, the
Honourable John Tsang, Dr Constance
Chan, Director of Health, Prof John
Leong, Chairman of Hospital Authority,
and the Museum Society's Patron, Prof
Rosie Young.
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Footprints of Medicine
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To celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the Medical Museum, the Education
& Research Committee of HKMMS
Society published a new book,
Footprints of Medicine: From the
Collections of Hong Kong Museum of
Medlical Sciences, in which 20 pieces
of selected artifacts are introduced.
Through  stories behind these
artifacts, 16 medical experts explored
how pioneers trodded the difficult
path of advancing the medical field.
The fascinating stories are both
inspiring and of resource

value.
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Book launch cum public talk
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Dr Wong Tai-Wai Wong, Chief Editor,
introducing the new book.
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A book launching ceremony cum
medical history public talk was held
at the Commercial Press Bookstore in
October 2016.

Dr Wong Tai-Wai, Chief Editor,
enthralled the audience with the
stories of selected artefacts from the
book. He believes that understanding
the historical origin of the tools and
equipment used in diagnosis and
treatment is key to innovations today.

Items include a rat bin that reveals
the development of local public
health measures; Dr. Tseung Fat-
im's Notebook. the personal notes
of a prominent figure; the old
sphygmomanometer, which was
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Dr Joseph Ting, Hon Advisor of the Medical
Museum, together with members of the
Editorial Committee, authors and friends at
the launch.
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Footprints of Medicine:
From the Collections of Hong Kong
Museum of Medical Sciences

HK$80

fHE 5 Available at

BRBRSEYE
Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences
2549 5123

SRV IEEE A

The Commercial Press Tsim Sha Tsui
Book Centre

2904 1988

B HEXERAEBXIERE

HK Cultural Centre - Sole Cultural Goods

2367 7113

EAXCEYEZEEERE

HK Heritage Museum - Sole Cultural
Goods

2699 3098

[EE=E=
Book contents

then a revolutionary invention for
measuring heart rate and blood
pressure; the Halo-Pelvic traction
apparatus, which is a remarkable
local product immensely useful for
treating severe spinal deformities;
and the old Chinese medicine
grinder, through which one can catch
a glimpse of the intricate evolution of
Chinese medicine production.

At the event, the Museum also
launched the Medical Artifacts
Recruitment Scheme to encourage
interest in preserving medical
heritage.

Medical Museum Snapshot
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The topic of the meeting was "History of

treatment of tuberculosis in Hong Kong", with
Dr SL Chan as speaker.

Tuberculosis was declared a notifiable disease
by the government in 1939. It was very
prevalent in Hong Kong before the Second
World War.

After the war, government tuberculosis
service started in 1947. The Anti-tuberculosis

Association was established in 1948 and
started to operate the Ruttonjee Sanatorium
the following year. It was a concerted effort to
conquer the deadly disease.

Hong Kong made significant contributions
to the treatment of tuberculosis.  For
example, Hong Kong helped to develop and
championed the Directly Observed Treatment
strategy in the 1960s. This approach is
still recommended by the World Health
Organisation in many places in the world with
high prevalence of tuberculosis.

Researches done in Hong Kong also
contributed to the development of shorter
courses of drug treatment.

The meeting took place on the 27 August 2016
at the Lecture Hall of the Hong Kong Science
Museum. Dr. S L Chan was a consultant of
the government chest service before his
retirement. He is now Honorary Consultant
of Hong Kong TB, Chest & Heart Diseases
Association, which was also a supporting
organization for this event.
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Central & Western District Health Festival

RIS MER T
A big THANK YOU to our wonderful volunteers
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The Museum was invited to participate in a two-day Central & Western
District Health Festival to promote healthy living through organizing a
games booth.

Participants putting together a puzzle showing the filthy living condition
just before the plague broke out. It brought out the importance of
maintaining good personal health and hygiene in the prevention of
infectious diseases.
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Visit the Laboratory a 100 years ago

B NVERER
Little Malariologists @ Old Laboratory

Medicine in Hong Kong
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Games booth @ HK Science Museum Fun Sciences Carnival

The Taipingshan Medical Heritage Trail Guided Tour

ABRZE - BNEERRRR—BOMERR
Big Shots - Photo Exhibition in Celebration of 130 Years of
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Last year, our team of 30 strong volunteers donated over 500 hours to
HKMMS! Thank you to all of you for your time and dedication over the
years. The Museum would not have succeeded in its work without you.

Christmas Thanksgiving Party held in mid-December.
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Can | Donate Too?
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Absolutely! HKMMS treasures all objects related to the development of western medical sciences

and of Chinese medicine, in Hong Kong or in this region.

f

PR ERDURR :
We are happy to receive:
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Historical photos, audiotapes, videos, and other multimedia recordings

> EEAREIERESE M=K

Archives and paper items like certificates, and notes

> M EEEEREERE

Objects, including medical equipment and appliances

> BEENSENTY

Valuable books and periodicals
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Here are some items recently donated to the Museum:

SR ERBLEE (HKU MBBS
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This notebook from Dr. Wong Tak On
(HKU MBBS 1948) contains lecture
notes by his teachers. The two pages
shown are on circulatory failure. You
may notice that the terminologies
used then were quite different from
the ones used nowadays.
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This apparatus was donated by the
son of Dr. Wong Tak On. It was used
to inject air into the pleural cavity to
collapse the lung. Before the advent
of anti-tuberculosis drugs in the early
1950s, this was a popular method

for the treatment of pulmonary
tuberculosis. Previously-used
equipment such as this, will undergo
conservation and treatment.
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This photo showing three nurses of
the Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole
Hospital was donated by Ms Wah

Kit Ying. It was probably taken in

the 1950s, judging from the nurse
uniform. Ms Chan Wing Han, the
tutor, is sitting in the middle, and
demonstrating to the students how
to prepare some nursing care items.

Medical Museum Snapshot
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Opening Hours

Tuesday to Saturday  10am to 5 pm
Sunday and Public Holidays 1 pmto5pm

ABPIR

$20 HA
S10 /il =ERIBLE ARl CREE AL
$50 REET (SEMUMRARRE=(EER)

Admission Fee
$20  Adults

510  Children, full-time students, senior citizens (aged 60 or abave)

and disabled persons

550  Family Package (2 adults and maximum of 3 children)
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